6         ST. AUGUSTINE AND HIS AGE
his ass to his plough in the early mom—as found him in the first century and Tissot nineteenth—and laboured the livelong day happy an ignorance of economics as that < modern Indian ryot. For the townsman lil pleasant. Augustine summed it up contempti at a later date as ' spectare, contendere, mand bibere, concumbere, dormire.' So it seem them also. A few years ago explorers clean floor of the forum in the ruins of Tharm On one of the slabs, which seems to have used as a gaming-table, there was the inscript
VENARI                 LAVARI
LUDERE                RIDERE
OCC EST               VIVERE
Their life was a remote imitation of that of Rome. There was, in truth, more work di Africa. It was only at Rome and Constant! and possibly Antioch and Alexandria, that s men held out a shameless hand for public n But with their baths and circuses and panton their ignorance of politics, their genial god goddesses, the Afro-Romans led a merry life, the legions kept their eternal watch on the The shadow of the cross had fallen on the it is true, but for the vast majority it \the town and the amusement of its inhabitants. In the villages, no doubt, life was hard enough. The villager yoked his wife and army, into the service of the palace, into the lands of the
